2019-2020

Education Fund Scholarships

In 2019, PLATO provided scholarship assistance to four University of Wisconsin-Madison returning

adult students, financial support for the Odyssey Project, and educational opportunities for young

people through five community agencies. This was all made possible by the generosity of PLATO

members who value lifelong learning and provide needed financial support on behalf of students who
would be left out of educational opportunities due to financial need.

Returning Adult Student Program
Administered through the UW-Madison Division of Continuing Studies, these scholarships are awarded
on a competitive basis and targeted toward single-parent students and other nontraditional adult returnees.
Financial need and academic potential are critical components in determining the awards. For 2019, the PLATO
Education Fund has supported four $3,500 scholarships.
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Odyssey Project

UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN-MADISON

In 2019, the PLATO Education Fund donated $6,000 in support of the Odyssey Project. Since 2003, the Odyssey
Project (www.odyssey.wisc.edu) has empowered more than 400 adults near the poverty level find their voices and
get a jump-start on college degrees they never thought possible. Their children participate in Odyssey Junior,
allowing whole families to learn and hope about the future. Onward Odyssey connects program alumni with
other UW-Madison courses, including Special Education Paraprofessional training, Food Systems, and African
American Studies.



